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St. William’s Catholic Primary School
Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy 2026-2027

Mission Statement

The family of St. William’s Catholic Primary School holds ‘Christ at our heart’, where everyone speaks politely shows love, respect & kindness, and other virtues are lived out by all, to provide a loving, respectful and safe school.

We celebrate and welcome our different people, remembering we are all special in the eyes of God. We know Jesus and share the Word of God with all, in our thought, words and actions.
Working together with parents and our neighbours, we increase a love of learning that is fun and exciting. Knowing that learning can be hard sometimes, we help children to keep going and never give up so that we are all strong and have a happy life.


School Motto

‘Christ at our heart’



All St. William’s pupils receive high-quality teaching and learning (click link here)













[bookmark: _gjdgxs]All governing bodies of trust schools have a legal duty to publish information on their website about the implementation of the governing body’s policy for pupils with SEND. This information is updated annually. 
At St. William’s we value all members of the school community.  
The best people to contact if you have any queries about SEND provision at St. William’s are:  
SENDCO and senior leader for mental health– Fiona Parker
Headteacher – Fiona Parker (fiona.parker@wil.bcwcat.uk)
SEND Governor – Andrea Pritchard    
You can also telephone school on 01274 545743 
Legislation and guidance
This is based on the statutory Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice and the following legislation: 
· Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014, which states out schools’ responsibilities for pupils with SEND. 
· The Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Regulations 2014, which sets out local authorities and schools’ responsibilities for education, health and care (EHC) plans, SEN co-ordinators (SENDcos) and the special educational needs (SEN) information report. 
· The Equality Act 2010 (section 20), which sets out the school’s duties to make reasonable adjustments for pupils with disabilities. 
· The Public Sector Equality Duty (section 149 of the Equality Act 2010), which sets out the school’s responsibilities to eliminate discrimination harassment and victimisation; and advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic (which includes having a disability) and those who don’t share it. 
· The Governance Handbook, which set out governor’s responsibilities for pupils with SEND.
· The School Admissions Code, which sets out the school’s obligation to admit all pupils whose education, health and care (EHC) plan names the school, and its duty not to disadvantage unfairly children with a disability or with special educational needs. 
What to do if you think your child may have special educational needs.  
At St. William’s, your child's teachers will talk to you if they have concerns about his or her progress. If you notice any difficulties with your child's learning or development, you should ask your child's teacher about them first. 
We can support and help children who have special educational needs by providing, for example, extra help from their teachers and/or adapting the curriculum so it is more accessible for your child. Also, all schools have a special educational needs coordinator (SENDCo) who will meet you if your child has a special educational need.    
What you should ask
Talk to the teacher/SENCO about:  
Why you think your child has a special educational need.  
If your child learns at the same rate as other children their age.  
What the school can do to help. 

 What you can do to help. 
 What we will do. 
Schools are required by law to provide an education for all pupils, regardless of their ability or special needs. Every child's education is equally important. If the SENDCO and your child's teacher agree that your child has SEND, we will take a 'graduated approach' - this means 'step-by-step'.
We will offer your child extra support, with the possibility of more support if needed.  This can be adult support or through prompts and resources in school. 
Whatever the school decides to do, you have the right to be informed and for your views, and your child's views, to be taken into account. The school may also consider requesting an assessment for an education, health and care plan (EHCP) following the Bradford Matrix of Need. 
Other sources of advice and support  
Additional advice and support is available from the SEND Information, Advice and Support Service. (SENDIASS). Also visit Mencap and NSPCC these websites can provide advice and resources for supporting and safeguarding children with SEND. 
Telephone 0300 1236706   
The four broad areas of need: 
Children’s SEND needs are generally thought of in the following four broad areas of need and support:  
• Communication and interaction  
• Cognition and learning  
• Social, emotion and mental health difficulties  
• Sensory or/and physical needs  
At St. William’s we endeavour to achieve maximum inclusion for all children (including those with special educational needs and disabilities) whilst ensuring all their individual needs are met. 
Teachers provide adapted learning opportunities for all the children within the school and provide materials and resources appropriate to the children’s needs and abilities. This ensures that all children have full access to the school curriculum. 
All members of staff in school have a responsibility for maximising the achievement and opportunity of all learners including those with SEND.  
How does the school know if children/young people need extra help?  
It is very important that SEND is identified at an early stage. 
We gather information to support such early identification in a variety of ways, this includes:  
• Whole school tracking system (half termly pupil progress meetings) for early identification of children who are underperforming and who require additional support  
• Identification by the class teacher through observation of behavioural or emotional difficulties  
• Concerns raised by a parent  
• Liaison with previous school or nursery setting  
• Medical issues identified by a health professional or external agency   

How does the school make provision for pupils with special educational needs whether pupils have EHC plans and how do the school evaluate the effectiveness of its provision for such pupils?
 Assessment and evaluation of provision for young people with SEND - The provision for pupils with SEND is assessed and evaluated regularly using a range of strategies including:  
• Provision mapping - Half termly assessment and tracking  
• Evaluation of targets set prior to intervention during half termly pupil progress meetings. 
• Regular assessment and update of the SEN register  
Your child’s progress will be continually monitored by their class teacher. The pupils progress will be reviewed formally with the Headteacher and SENCo every half term through pupil progress meetings. The progress of children with a statement of EHC Plan will be formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all stakeholders involved with the child’s education. 
The SENDCo will also check that your child is making good progress within any individual work and in any group intervention they are part of.  Regular check ins with children and staff will be carried out by the SENDCo and other members of the Senior Leadership Team and subject leaders to ensure that the needs of all children are met in all areas of the curriculum. 
How will both you and I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s learning?  
Arrangements for reviews of an EHCP will take place in the form of an annual review. This will take place for those children who have EHCPs:  
· All stakeholders are invited to attend and to make contributions during the review.  
· Meetings with the SENCO when appropriate to discuss specific needs. 
· Regular, evaluated, and updated Provision Mapping/Individual Support Plans (ISPs) to ensure planned provision is effective.   
For pupils with ISPs/provision maps in place: 

· Parents will be invited into school to review their child’s ISP/provision map and will discuss the progress the pupil is making. 
· Parents and pupils will have their say on whether they are happy with the support in place and their view will support planning next steps. 

How will the school staff support my child?  
The ethos of our school is one of inclusion and in line with our Catholic identity, each child at St. William’s is valued as an individual whatever their needs. 
Additional classroom support is provided for children who require it in a variety of ways including: 
 • Teaching assistants work in class to support children’s learning in small groups or 1:1 as required with children with additional needs. 
• As well as in class support, we may also withdraw children with a higher level of need for short bursts of time if appropriate during sessions when the pupil with SEND needs some time away from the distraction of a bright and busy classroom. 

Links with external professional agencies 
The school recognises that it won’t be able to meet all the needs of every pupil. Whenever necessary the school will work with external support services such as: 
· Speech and Language therapists
· Specialist teachers of support services 
· Educational psychologists 
· Occupational therapists 
· General practitioners or paediatricians 
· School nurses
· Child and adolescent mental health services (CAHMS) 
· Educational welfare officers 
· Children social care
How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?  
A range of facilities are used to enable pupils to access all areas of the curriculum including:  
• Every child with identified needs has their own individual education plan with ‘smart’ targets to enable them to make progress in key areas  
• Support from outside agencies including health care professionals who visit school regularly  
• The school employs the service of a Specialist Special Needs Professional as required   
• A range of appropriate equipment and resources is provided to enable all children to access all aspects of the curriculum

How will my child be included in activities outside the school classroom including school trips?  
· Pupils with SEND have the same opportunities to engage in educational visits and after school clubs.

Inclusion  
Some of our clubs are age-specific to ensure full enjoyment but we ensure that all clubs and trips are inclusive by: 
• Making adjustments so that a child with any SEN including disability can attend clubs or school trips  
• Providing equipment that enables all pupils to take part.   

Communication with key staff at St. William’s Catholic Primary School 
We have an ‘open door’ policy and encourage parents to contact us, either in person, by phone, email, class dojo or letter, to discuss any concerns about their child. Appointments can be made with class teachers or the SENDco.  
Updates for parents 
Parents are updated on their children’s progress and the provision provided by the school in a variety of ways including:  
• Regular review meetings, with appropriate school staff and outside agencies e.g. School Nurse, Educational Psychologist, dependent on the level of need e.g. ISP Review or Annual EHCP Review.

• End of year report  
• Curriculum evenings including reading, phonics, maths and internet safety & Parent Consultation Evenings (twice a year) 
How will St. William’s consult with my child and how will they be involved in their education?  
Opportunities for pupil voice  
Pupils’ views are also sought through:  
• Target setting for personal performance including reviews and ISPs  
• Pupil interviews as part of the on-going review of learning and development.   
What training is available to support school staff in meeting the needs of pupils with SEND at St William’s? 
Training will regularly be provided to all teaching staff. The headteacher/ SENDco will continuously monitor to identify any staff who have specific training needs and will incorporate this into the school’s plan for continuous professional development. 
Teachers and Teaching Assistants have a range of external training and training from the SENDco. This training is specific to the needs of pupils in school. This year, teachers and TAs have had training on: 
· Zones of Regulation
· Sensory Circuits 
· Baseline assessments (Pre-key stage assessments) 
· Precision Teaching etc
Treatment of complaints from parents of pupils with special educational needs concerning the provision made at the school - Complaints procedure, in the event of a complaint, follow the formal complaints procedure, detailed on the school website. 
However, most issues can usually be resolved through discussion with the Head teacher / SENDCO and we would encourage dialogue to try to resolve issues together. 
How does the governing body involve other bodies, including health and social services bodies, local authority support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs and in supporting the families of such pupils?  
There is a nominated SEND governor who meets regularly with the SENDCO to discuss school needs and the involvement of outside agencies.  The Nominated Governor reports back to the Governing Body  
The nominated Governor regularly attends appropriate training.   

How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new setting or to the next stage of education and life? 
We support the children’s transition to our school, between every class, and also to high school in a variety of ways including:  
• Detailed liaison between staff and parents  
• Familiarisation programme with new staff and location when moving class each year  


• Transition meetings with the high school that the pupil will be attending along with parents and other stakeholders  
• Invitation of high school to discuss ISPs/provision maps/EHCPs  
• Extra visits to the school if deemed appropriate   
• Individual information to be shared with the high school   
Where will I find information on where the local authority’s local offer is published?  
The local offer can be found at: https://localoffer.bradford.gov.uk/ St William’s part of the local offer can be accessed on the SEN page of the school website.
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